FONDON--He hag the
sart of open, chubby face
thzt invites you .to trust
him on sight.

When he speaks, his
voice ig apt to burst into 2
happy, mirthlul chuckle at
any minute, o

“Phe fmpression of discl-
plinéd optindzm he con-
ve;,;:f, marks him indispu-
tably 23 a successful sales-
‘man. You can just picture
him flying avound the
world gelling (:ompu‘uirs;

Qam Cummings, 43, of-
ten flies round the world,
but he's not selling compu-
_ters, Sam Cummings, for-

Cmer U.S, Aroy weapon-in-
structor sergeant, former
Central Intelligence Agen-
ey man, gelis weaponry,

In fuct, in the shadowy,
¢landestine world of in-
ternational arms traffick-
ing, no ene {governments
apart)  sclls more than
Sam Curomings.

His' vast Intoumtional
Armaments Corp. (Infer
armeo) s the biggest pu
vale ams deszler in the
world--selling  legitimate-
ly and often where

covernments fear to tread
for political reasons,

Based in Lun(‘un

Intm armt,  the Tritish
end  of hm woxlcu.ul.-,
hag its wmain

speration,
ase in the peaceful west
Lovdun subrh of Acton.
© Within the walls of a
}mrm' warehouze therve
thouzands upon thmmmds
of rifles are slacked row
aupon row. AMetalw boxes
crammed  with  anuuni-
tion are arrayed in ncat
colurns, . )
The Acton warchouse i3
suid to contain up lo 200,-
000 smn 1\ caliber w
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Cummings, mor-
tizht-lipped  aboul
statistics, concedes thut
the total roumncl-lhe-world
inv c.ll‘_Ol)’ of Interarraco
inctudes at ledst 500,000
light ayms and at least 100
yritlion rounds of ammuni-
tior,

Tt is. he Lommvntcd la-
mmtwﬂ\, cnuu(,h to couip

Fven

40 ul\ izions -— Mmore
L merican
currently

have in u(n\o. ryvice.

Since he entered the

23 bhusiness 17 years

ago, Cummings has han-

dled every type of woapon
from . 18th-centory  flint-
lock, pizir\ls {o jet fighters
and tanks.

You want antitank r)Un':"
Tlame-throwers? Mortars?
Interarm has the w, or ¢an
geg them for )nuwpmfld

.ed the British gover mmnt

Ok% the deal,
Covermments Lead

Tonterarmeo is only ona
Tacet of the vast intevna-
tional arms trafficking
husiness which iz worth
hundreds of wiiliony of
dollors a year.

The bulk of it is done bjf

the Big Iour (Amaerica,
Russiz, Britain and
cither by theiv
zetive gove mmu\l,ol
private dealers.

Sonietimes the govérn-
ments sell their anmg fov
political reazons DBul
usually it is for prolit,

s 2 shadowy world of
hush-hush contacls, seeret
interuational 'l‘lights, and,
sometimes, deals
bow sides in a cuMJict,,

Iror the p;.nu-,.t.a dealer, it
fa invariably cash on the
nail. '

But when dezling with
governmant supplievg
purchasers can often buy
dezth on credit. Britain
and  America  allow 10

V. The Biafis

por
“ble spols. Metal cazes sten-

with

Apart from the
sales by governments and
private dealers like Inter-
arm, there ave g Un"a‘
dealers who maka = kil
wherever  civit
guerrilla nsw
breaks oul.

Bvar

cmon

sea dlnrket
nconflict

Nun"nt snacw dealers
from all over 1 Luoo\ Ava-
hian.gheiks want guns to

quall rebels. Du,m 1cbr‘]c
seek weanons lo ove

throw Aval sheiks lnsm
zenls in Africa _m'.\,.d guns
to 1rain to "free" South
Africa-and Portuguese-

Mozambigue,

Tha volatile =zlatez  of
South Americs provide an
ever-open market for the
Arns u\.u.]x,).\».

Crafes marked
narls" leave

g for (he w

"mzchina
Curopian

L2 troll-

ciled "welding equipment”
are opened in Arablan hill-
side  hidcouts to reveal
modern automatic rvifles.
The clandesting nalura
of the business makes it
imposzaible to-guess how

many illegal arms ica‘m
have grown rich on (heir
sales.

FBut undoubledly none
have grown as rich as In-
terarimeo in its legitimate
husiness of arms dealer lo
the world. o

Rivals i the bhusiness
guess thal s turnover is
at 40 million a yvear. Cum-
mings is charactevistically
cov.

“Part of his ouldil’s 1)\1\1-
ness - is  rehabilitating
weapons for the amuteur
sportsman, But much of it
is in selling guns as weap-
ons of war,

Interarm has sald villes
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o Kenya to fight rebels
and Somalis, 1t hasy also
sold them (o Pakistan and
Liberia. Twenty-six Swes
dish jet lighters havé gone
to the Deminican Repub-
lic, while Cuba has re-
ceived machine guns,

(ummu"w once proudly
claimed that Je could
c;c'yt.‘lp a 10,000-mun army
arvision al an hour's
‘notice.

iz Iirn has offices or
F{""“'AS moevery ])menu

’e: arca oulside the Jum
Lumun. and it claims 1o

“have been inv olved in al-

nost cvery Ian -sized pri-

vale arms deal oulsida the
Cdrtein  sinee  the
firm was fouhded.

Any fighting provides a
potential market for Inter-
arm, and whenths lg]t
ing is dene, there is anoth-
cr potential deal when the
viclor wishes 1o seil the
booty, o

The Six-Day War in the
Middle ast ‘put a ot of
llgyptien  weaponry  on
1]10 market, and two years

ago the company  purn-
chased 205,000 weapons
discarded by the ‘%vuuh
Vietnamese.

sam Cummings,  ivho
was born in Philadeiphiz,

acquneo his fivst weapon
when he was five vears
old~-a Maxin: gun, Whes
called up in the U.5. Avmay
at the end of World War
1, he breame a wcap'ons
mstruclorn, .
Afterwards, he worked

Jor the CIA as 2 weapons
expert, He entered the

wms-dealing husiness for
himself when he spent
825,600 for an 2rsenal of 7,-
000 weapors belonging Lo
a Panamanian police chiaf.

o1 .
~enouzh to equip 12 H!Apaéc‘i%“ SRS l|is.‘a'{sh-:fh‘o04/10113 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000300230002-5 |, -

fantry divisions.
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